
Thursday Thoughts 

L a u n c h i n g  P l a c e  P r i m a r y  S c h o o l  

Issue 19 

Date: 21st June 2018 

Student Absent   
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launching.place.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au 

ABN 96 199 518 803 

IMPORTANT DATES 

June 

20th - 22nd - 3/4 Camp 

22nd - 5/6 Sport 

25th - Parent/ teacher      

Interviews 

28th - PJ and Special Lunch 

Order day 

28th - Last day of term 2 

2.30 finish 

28th - Aerobics Movie 

Night 

29th - Curriculum Day 

(students do not attend 

school) 

3/4 Camp 
Yesterday children in grades 3/4 left for 
the C.Y.C. camp at Phillip Island. The    
students will spend three days and two 
nights at camp. Although it is bound to 
be a bit chilly, it is an excellent camp, 

with a variety of activities on offer.  On the way the campers stopped to feed the peli-
cans at San Remo.  From all reports our campers have settled in well, enjoying new   
adventures. We hope that you are enjoying the camp updates through Flexibuzz.   

TERM 3 

July 

16th - Term 3 begins 

23rd - K/P Transition       

2.45 - 3.30 

26th - 27th - Grade 1/2   

Adanac camp 

August 

25th - Aerobics Nationals 

 

Parent Teacher Interviews                    

Monday 25th June 

Interview times were sent home today 
along with your child’s report. Parent 
Teacher Interviews offer an important  
opportunity to formally speak to your 
child’s teacher face-to-face and find out 
how your child is progressing at school. A 
maximum of 10 minutes has been         
allocated for each 
interview. If more 
time is considered 
necessary, then al-
ternative arrange-
ments can be made 
with the teacher. 

Aerobics Movie 
Night 

 
Reminder: Please 
return notices 
and payment for 
our Aerobics 
Movie Night 
which is being held on the last day of 
term 2 - Thursday 28th June.  This is our 
major fundraiser for our Aerobics teams, 
as they head off for the Nationals in 
Queensland on August 25th.  It is always a 
fun night so please come along to help 
support our Aerobics teams. 

We hope to see you there! 
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Parent Information 

 

Online Resources 
‘Connect Primary Students’ is a DET website that links you to a range of 
suitable websites for primary school aged children that contain information, 
activities, projects and games. The website gives you and your child access 
to educational resources relevant to your child’s age and year level.                     

On the PRIMARY students page you will find links to great resources such as science and art projects.  There are 
games and competitions to enter.  Each section provides a link to a website and 
explains how to best utilize this site.  For example, if you click on Story Monster, 
you can go directly to the site where words are ‘gobbled up’ by the monster.  
Sentences are then formed and turned into animations.  A fun way to learn about 
word and sentence structure. 
 
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/primary/pages/Default.aspx   

Computer Chat  
There are three steps to protecting your child online at home.  
1. Communicate openly with your kids. Talk to them about their online activities. 
Discuss their favourite websites, ask if they are having any issues online and give 
some strategies if they come across upsetting online content. 

2. Use Technology Tools to keep them safe  
Use parent controls, privacy settings and filtering software to restrict content. Don’t 
forget to ensure anti-virus software is operating and up to date.  
3. Encourage safe and responsible behavior Consider a family online safety        
contract as a tool to negotiate agreement about rules. Remember to locate the 
computers in public areas of the house, never in bedrooms. Remind your kids to keep personal details private, 
and to use strong passwords.  
This week’s tips come from the Office of Children’s eSafety Commissioner webpage. You can read the full article 

here: https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent/staying-safe/online-basics 

https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au/primary/pages/Default.aspx
https://www.esafety.gov.au/education-resources/iparent/staying-safe/online-basics
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  Name  Award 

2M Max D For a fantastic diagram of a koala 

4C Justin T 

Keira S 

Cooper M 

Working hard to learn his handy hands goal. 

Outstanding effort learning her handy hands goals. 

For neat handwriting. 

Thank You to  Shantelle and Holly  for giving up their day on Monday to do a headlice 

check for students. We are hoping to have a headlice check  once a term.  

It was an easy process and very low key. If any student had eggs or headlice it is    

important that treatment is completed and       

followed up for a couple of weeks.  
 If you haven’t returned a permission  form for 

your child to be checked, it is important to do so. 

It is also advisable to check your own child’s 

hair  regularly as this will help to eliminate the 

outbreak of headlice in our school.                                                                              

Thank you everyone for your cooperation. 

Phillip Island  
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School Council   

Have you ever wondered what School Council does?  Or what is involved in being on the 

School Council?   

School council is comprised of parent members, Department of Education & Training (DET) 

members and community members working together for the benefit of our school. All 

school councils in Victoria operate under the Education and Training Reform Act 2006.  This 

means that there are rules and regulations as to how school council operates and what 

decisions they can make. 

 The primary roles of school council are strategic planning, policy development / review and 

financial oversight.  Examples of specific tasks include contract approvals and renewals, 

review school policies (e.g. uniform), approval of the use of facilities outside of school hours, 

school promotion, maintaining grounds and facilities, participation in the school review and 

development of the strategic and annual implementation plans. 

The school council is not responsible for operational oversight, i.e. staffing and education 

plans.  RAISING A CONCERN OR COMPLAINT  

A parent / guardian can raise concerns or complaints about any aspect of the school’s 

operations.  

ABOUT WHAT/ISSUE WHO TO CONTACT HOW 

Classroom activities, class 
curriculum,  
Friendship issues  

Your child’s Class Teacher 
or  
Appropriate Specialist 
Teacher  

Telephone, email  
Arrange an appointment  

Complex student issues, 
Student Welfare,  
School Curriculum, Staff 
Members  

Principal Narelle Messerle  
 
Assistant Principal  
Deb Hobbis  
 

In writing by hand, email 
or mail.  
 
Telephone to arrange an 
appointment.  School Policy, School 

Management  

School Fees & payments  
General enquiries  

Office Staff  Telephone, in person  

 

To assist with the efficient running of school council, there are three subcommittees formed 

– Education, Finance and Building and Grounds.  School council members can choose which 

subcommittees they would like to be a part of. Any proposals or decisions from the 

subcommittees must be presented to the School Council for final approval. 

 The Education subcommittee assists in the development and updating of school 

policies as required.  These are then brought to the entire school council to be 

ratified (approved). 
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School Council  

The Finance subcommittee meets on a monthly basis for budget tracking, approval of 

budget changes and general finance discussion and approval.  The school Business 

Manager, Jacqui Eycken, chairs these meetings and presents all finance reports for 

that month.  The school council Treasurer and President must also form a part of this 

subcommittee. 

The Buildings and Grounds subcommittee meets on an ‘as required’ basis.  They oversee 

any required general maintenance and upgrades required around the school, includ-

ing the organisation and supervision of working bees.  This year, the Building and 

Maintenance team will also be involved in the planning stages of capital improve-

ments works. 

 School council also works with the P&F committee to provide final approval for all planned 

activities. 

Each parent and DET position, with the exception of the Executive Officer (Principal), is for a 

two year term with half of the parent member positions up for renomination each year.  

Nominations are opened early in the year with positions finalised by around March. 

LPPS SCHOOL COUNCIL CURRENTLY HAS A SMALL NUMBER OF VACANCIES.  IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BE 

INVOLVED IN, PLEASE SEE AUDREY AT RECEPTION FOR MORE INFORMATION. 

Over the past month school council has been busy working on a number of developments 

around the school.   

Bianca Amore (Vice President) actively participated in the recent school review. As P&F  

representative, Bianca has also obtained approval for a number of exciting activities in the  

second half of the year.  A selection of school council members met to review Stage 1  

of the Building Implementation Plan.  This relates to the capital improvement works  

grant that the school has received.  The timeline for submitting documents  

for this project is very tight.  Thank you to Naomi and Sharyn for  

your attendance at this meeting on short notice. 

Gemma Wynd 

President 
LPPS Complaints and Grievances Policy 

http://launchps.vic.edu.au/uploaded_files/media/lpps_complaints_and_grievances_policy.pdf
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Extend Before and After School Care at Launching Place Primary 

School  

Our Weekly Recap 

We have had a great week at Extend. 

On Monday we all helped make marshmallow balls. It was very exciting to get our hands all covered in 

chocolate. On Tuesday we all enjoyed a game of sprout ball in the morning and we experimented with some 

painting. On Wednesday we all played snakes and ladders together and then we had a drawing competition on the white-

board. On Thursday we all played the 3 marker challenge on the whiteboard and practiced our kicking and marking with 

the footy. On Friday we enjoyed a quiet afternoon and watched a movie. 

Emma, Service Coordinator 

 

Our Extend Superstar is Kael S 

For having a great attitude when playing sprout ball and making sure everyone plays 

fairly.  

 

What’s On Next Week? 

Monday 25th June: Board Games, Children’s Choice 

Tuesday 26th June: Painting, Sprout Ball, Free Craft 

Wednesday 27th June: Food & Water, Cubby Wars, Finger Knitting 

Thursday 28th June: End of Term Clean Up, Movie Night 

 

DID YOU KNOW: 

- Extend is open EVERY day. We never get sick and you can always depend on us. 

- In the mornings, your kids get a hearty breakfast and in the afternoons, a 

healthy snack. 

- Before and After School Care are funded by the government so your out of 

pocket expenses can be as low as $6.30 to $8.43 and for high income earning 

households, no more than $9.50 in the morning or $13.00 in the afternoon. 

- We invite you to come in and meet Emma and see how Extend can excite 

your kids and help you balance your time. 

 

BOOK NOW AT extend.com.au 

DON’T FORGET ABOUT THE NEW CHILD CARE SUB-

SIDY - MUST BE COMPLETED BY JULY 2nd  
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  Parenting Anxious Children  
Yarra Junction Primary School 

Monday 13th August, 6.00 - 7.30pm  
 

Does your child worry, feel anxious and seem 
stressed at times? 

Would you like to gain a greater understanding of 
anxiety and learn some helpful strategies to 

support your child? 

 
Learning to cope with anxiety, stress and fear, whilst a 
normal part of your child’s development, can be deeply 
challenging not only for children but also for parents 
and the family unit as a whole. 
 
This information session will cover: 
 

 Understanding the role of anxiety and normal 

childhood development 

 The signs and symptoms in your children 

 Types of anxiety disorders 

 What’s helpful and not helpful 

 Methods and strategies to support your 

children 

 Relaxation techniques and tools, mindfulness, 

breathing etc. 

 Where to go for more information/help 

COST:  $5 for parents of students attending Yarra 

Junction Primary School              
           $10 for community members 
 
Fact sheets, practical exercises and brochures are also 

included. 
 

Register your interest at Yarra Junction 

Primary School  

59671544 or  
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